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StormHarbour Strengthens Asia-Pacific Business with New Senior 
Appointments in Hong Kong and Singapore   

 
 
Hong Kong and Singapore: March 23, 2011 – StormHarbour, the independent global markets 

and financial advisory firm, announces today that it has made four new senior appointments in its 
Hong Kong and Singapore offices, further strengthening its dedicated client offering in the Asia-
Pacific region and particularly in infrastructure finance.   
 
Aaron Tan, a former Managing Director and Head of Hong Kong Coverage, Investment banking 
and Debt Capital Markets, Barclays Capital, has joined as Senior Advisor, reporting directly to 
Water Cheung, Principal and Asia-Pacific Chief Executive Officer of StormHarbour. Among other 
client-focused areas, Tan will be involved in advising on and originating real estate transactions.   
   
In Singapore, Jean-Christophe Levens, Marc-Antoine Thiriez and Hugo Virag-Lappas, all former 
Founding Partners of infrastructure advisory firm, Partners in Infrastructure, have joined as 
Managing Directors, responsible for building out StormHarbour’s Asia-Pacific infrastructure 
finance business. They report to Vincent Moge, Principal and Head of the Singapore Office and 
Asia-Pacific Sales.  

 
These new appointments mark the latest that StormHarbour has made to its global operations 
this year, underlining the firm’s continued commitment to international growth and ability to 
attract high calibre, seasoned banking and investment professionals in core financial markets.    
 
In recent months StormHarbour has announced the appointment of over 30 senior professionals 
to its New York, London and Geneva offices – taking global headcount of the firm to over 180 
across its core businesses – and launched a Japanese broker-dealer subsidiary in Tokyo, the 
sixth major financial centre the firm has opened an office in since it was founded in 2009.    
 
StormHarbour continues to expand its core businesses – sales and trading, structuring and 
advisory, capital markets and asset management – internationally as it executes on its founding 
mission of providing clients with truly global coverage and best-in-class local market expertise.   
 

Water Cheung, Principal and Asia-Pacific CEO of StormHarbour, commented: “The 
appointments of Aaron, Jean-Christophe, Marc-Antoine and Hugo are further evidence of our 
commitment to the region and providing our clients with the best possible local expertise for 
their needs. Each individual has extensive industry experience and expertise, which together with 
their senior level relationships among Asian corporates and financial institutions will be of huge 
benefit to us as we grow our real estate and infrastructure finance businesses in the region. We 
welcome them to the StormHarbour team.” 
 
Vincent Moge, Principal and Head of the Singapore Office and Asia-Pacific Sales, commented 
further: “Asia-Pacific is a burgeoning market where there is strong investor demand for 
infrastructure developments and a trend among Governments in the region to increasingly look 
to privatise public utilities and core infrastructure assets. With the appointments of Jean-
Christophe, Marc-Antoine and Hugo, and with the support of StormHarbour’s global operations, 
we are well positioned to capitalise on the rising demand and supply of infrastructure assets in… 
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…Asia-Pacific, and on the expansion of our client base beyond the region by reinforcing our 
structuring and origination capability in this sector.”   
 

 

- ENDS - 

 

 

 

Biography of Aaron Tan:  
 

Aaron has over 30-years of experience in finance, real estate, investment banking and capital 
markets primarily in Hong Kong where he was worked for some of the world’s leading financial 
institutions. While most recently an Independent Non-Executive Director and Member of the 
Audit Committee of Hopson Development Holdings, Aaron has previously held senior 

management positions in the investment banking and capital markets divisions of Barclays 
Capital, Calyon Investment Bank, HSBC, JP Morgan Chase (Chase Manhattan), Citigroup 
(Citibank) and Standard Chartered. At Barclays Capital, Aaron was formerly a Managing 
Director and Head of Hong Kong Coverage, Investment Banking and Debt Capital Markets, a 
position he held from 2007 until he left the firm in July 2009. Aaron joined Barclays Capital from 
Calyon where he was a Managing Director and Head of DCM Asia-Pacific (2005-2006). Before 
that, he was a Managing Director and Co-Head of Debt Finance and Advisory, Asia-Pacific, at 
HSBC (2002-2005); a Managing Director, Investment Banking, at JP Morgan Chase (1998-
2002), and Managing Director and Head of Asian Real Estate Finance, Chase Manhattan (1995-
1998). Between 1990 and 1995 Aaron worked at Citibank as Division Head of its Corporate 
Real Estate Group in Hong Kong. He has also worked for Standard Chartered (1988-1989), 
Bank of Nova Scotia in Vancouver (1984-1988), Peko Group in Vancouver (1981-1984) and 
Deloitte Haskins and Sells in Hong Kong (1977-1980). Aaron has also held the role of Vice 
Chairman of the Hong Kong Capital Markets Association.       
 

 

Biography of Jean-Christophe Levens 

 
Jean-Christophe has some 20-years of international banking and project and infrastructure 
finance experience, most recently as a Founding Partner of Partners in Infrastructure, an 
infrastructure investment advisory firm. Previously, Jean-Christophe worked for Dexia and its 
international subsidiaries for 19-years, primarily responsible during this time for leading the 
expansion of the bank’s public/municipal, corporate/utilities, project and Infrastructure/PPP 
finance activity in Asia-Pacific. Most recently, Jean-Christophe was Head of Treasury and 
Financial Markets, Public Wholesale Banking, Asia-Pacific, for Dexia in Singapore. Before that 
he was Chief Executive Officer for Dexia India; CEO for Dexia Asia-Pacific in Sydney, Australia; 
Chief Asia-Pacific Representative for Dexia Crédit Local in Singapore; and Co-Head of 
Infrastructure Project Finance for Dexia Crédit Local in Paris.    
 

 

Biography of Marc-Antoine Thiriez 

 

Marc-Antoine has some 18-years of experience in principal infrastructure investment and 
advisory in Asia, most recently as a Founding Partner of Partners in Infrastructure, an 
infrastructure advisory firm. Previously, Marc-Antoine worked as an Executive Partner at Oxley 
Capital Group, an Asia-focused alternative investment firm. Prior to that he founded his own 
investment and advisory firm and subsequently advised Dexia Crédit Local on developing 
infrastructure finance opportunities in Asia. Marc-Antoine has also worked as a Director in 
Babcock & Brown’s Asia Infrastructure team in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur, and worked as an 
independent investment consultant on project finance to Standard Chartered Bank’s Alternative 
Investment Group in Hong Kong and for Finansa Plc, an Asian merchant banking firm 
headquartered in Bangkok, Thailand. Marc-Antoine also worked for Crédit Lyonnais in Hong 
Kong for eight years as Vice President, Project Finance.  

 



Biography of Hugo Virag-Lappas 

 
Hugo has over 11-years of international experience in infrastructure, finance and M&A, most 
recently as a Founding Partner of Partners in Infrastructure in Paris and Singapore. Previously, 
Hugo was General Counsel and Fund Manager for Galaxy Fund (Galaxy Management Services), 
a pan-European infrastructure investment fund. Prior to that, he worked for three years at 
international law firm DLA Piper LLP and about six years at Hogan & Hartson LLP in Paris, 
London and New York, practicing across finance, cross-border M&A and project finance at both 
law firms.   

 

 

 

For further information or requests for interview, please contact:  

 
Duncan Kerr, Couper and Partners 

Tel +44 20 7016 5322 
Mob +44 7824  811 160 
dk@couperpartners.com 

 

 

About StormHarbour 

 
StormHarbour is an independent global markets and financial advisory firm founded in 2009 on 
the core values of integrity, trust and global expertise.  
 
With over 180 experienced professionals and fully operational offices in New York, London, 
Geneva, Hong Kong, Singapore and Tokyo, StormHarbour prides itself on providing clients with 
unrivalled markets expertise and coverage that is truly global in scope. 
 

The firm’s core businesses are fixed income sales and trading, structuring and advisory, capital 
markets under StormHarbour Securities, and asset management under StormHarbour 
Alternative Investments.    
 
As an independent and relationship-driven partnership, StormHarbour places client value at the 
core of its business.  
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